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 Presented by the Pennsylvania Special 
Education Hearing Officers: 

  

 Brian Jason Ford, Esquire 

 James Gerl, Esquire 

 Charles Jelley, Esquire 

 Jake McElligott, Esquire 

 Cathy Skidmore, Esquire 



Exemplar State 
 

Pennsylvania is only one of four states selected by 
The Center for Appropriate Dispute Resolution in 
Special Education (CADRE) (with approval by OSEP) 
as an “exemplar state” in the area of special 
education dispute resolution.  



Mandated 
Dispute 
Resolution 
Services 

Mediation 

Due Process 
Hearings 



Additional 
Dispute 
Resolution 
Services 

IEP/IFSP Facilitation 

Resolution Meeting 
Facilitation 

Hearing Officer 
Settlement Conferences 



Dispute 
Resolution 
Continuum 
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Virtual/Remote 
Participation 



Due 
Process 



Hearing 
Officer 
Strategies 



The Office for Dispute Resolution 
 

Director:  Kerry V. Smith, Esquire 

Program Manager:  Samantha Pudloski 

spudloski@odr-pa.org 
 

 

 Office for Dispute Resolution 
6340 Flank Drive 
Harrisburg, PA  17112-2764 
(717) 901-2145 or 800-222-3353 
TTY Users: PA Relay 711 
Email:  odr@odr-pa.org 
Web address:  www.odr-pa.org

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
 Tom Wolf, Governor 
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