
What does the child really need?

Moving beyond “medically necessary” and 

“educationally appropriate” service recommendations
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Who is with us today?



Case Study



Service Intensity 

• Research provides mixed 
results

• Nearly impossible to do 
controlled studies

• How do age, diagnosis, 
environmental context impact 
service frequency?



Recommendations

• Default is to recommend 
“frequent” services

• Usually recommend weekly

• Usually recommend a specific 
therapist though this 
contradicts single provider 
models for some programs



A school meeting is called…

So, now what?



So Much Jargon!!!

Special Education terms

(IEPs, LRE, …)

Insurance Terms

(Allowable charge, Medicaid, Premium, …)

Medical Terms

(ABR, HIE, ID, …)



A Family’s Perspective 

• How might a parent/family feel? 

• How do parents/families process this 
information?

• What might parents/family believe about 
school recommendations vs. outside? 

• Best vs. Appropriate 

• Alphabet Soup 



A Family’s Perspective continued……

• Professional Recommendations aka “I am the expert….”

• Expert vs Expert 

• Overwhelmed and Tug of War

• Base of conflict?

• Give some examples from experiences with families……..







How do we create
a integrated model?



Thoughts and Discussion!



Find Your Parent Center 



Find Your Parent Center



Evaluation

Please complete an evaluation based on today’s session.

https://www.tfaforms.com/4922094

https://www.tfaforms.com/4922094



